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A refugee (ref-yoo-jee) is someone who has been forced to flee their home country

due to war, persecution, or violence. They cannot return because it is unsafe. Refugees
are not migrants by choice, they are people escaping danger, often leaving behind
their careers, communities, and loved ones.

The story of refugees is not new; it is as old as humanity itself.

Since the earliest civilizations, war, persecution, and survival have driven people to
flee. From the fall of Troy to the Holocaust, from the Partition of India to the war in
Syria, across centuries and continents, people have always been forced to abandon
the familiar in search of safety.

Even the first recorded refugee crisis dates back over 3,000 years ago, when entire
communities in the Late Bronze Age fled collapsing empires due to war, famine, and
climate change. Archaeological evidence from the eastern Mediterranean shows how
women, children, and the elderly (not warriors) were the majority of those displaced.

In the 20th century alone, more than 60 million Europeans became refugees during
and after World War II. Dutch families fled during the German occupation. Others
sought safety from hunger and political oppression. Their dignity was not debated, it
was protected.

So, when today's political discourse suggests that offering protection is a luxury, or
that displaced people are a burden, it ignores history, and it ignores our shared
humanity.

Refugees are not new. What is new, is the way we talk about them.

“A refugee is someone who survived and
who can create the future.”

Elie Wiesel, Noble Prize
Winner and Holocaust
Survivor
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